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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A system of binder spines comprising: 
a first binder spine ; 
a second binder spine ; 

at least a third binder spine, eacli of said binder spines including a back panel, 
said back panel being generally rectangular, having a width and a length and 
bounded by generally opposed longitudinal edges and generally opposed lateral 
edges, a first of said longitudinal edges being joined through a first living hinge to a 
first side panel mounting edge of a first side panel and a second of said longitudinal 
edges being joined through a second living hinge to a second panel mounting edge of 
a second side panel, each of said binder spines being foldable along said living hinges 
between an open generally flat configuration and a generally closed configuration, at 
least one post member located on said first side panel and at least one socket 
member located on said second side panel, said socket and post members including 
mating walls and being spaced apart in said open generally flat configuration by a 

distance, said mating walls being generally cylindrical, said socket and post members 

I 

being positioned to retainingly interengage one another in said generally closed 
configuration to hold said binder spine in said generally closed configuration, said 
socket member being adapted to receiving said post member in a snap fit, the back 
panel In said second binder being at least about one-tenth of an inch wider than the 
back panel in said first binder, and the back panel in said third binder being at least 
about one-tenth of an inch wider than the back panel in said second binder, said 
distance between said socket member and post member being substantially the same 
in each of said first, second, and third binder spines. 



467/S693-pa 



13 



Express Mail Label No.: EL 979848529 US 
Date Of Deposit: April 15, 2004 
Attome/s Docket No. S693-J 

2. A system of binder spines according to clainn 1, wherein the back panel 
in said second binder being at least about one-eighth of an inch wider than the back 
panel in said first binder, and the back panel in said third binder being at least about 
one-eighth of an inch wider than the back panel in said second binder. 

3. A system of binder spines according to claim 1, wherein each of said 
binder spines includes at least three of said socket and post members. 

4. A system of binder spines according to claim 1, wherein each of said 
binder spines has a binder width in an open configuration, the width of said back 
panel being at least about 5 percent of said binder width. 

5. A system of binder spines according to claim 1, wherein each of said 
binder spines has a binder width in an open configuration, the width of said back 
panel being at least about 10 percent of said binder width. 
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6. A binder spine comprising: 

a back panel, said back panel being generally rectangular, having a width and 
a length and bounded by generally opposed longitudinal edges and generally opposed 
lateral edges, a first of said longitudinal edges being joined through a first living 
hinge to a first panel mounting edge of a first side panel and a second of said 
longitudinal edges being joined through a second living hinge to a second panel 
mounting edge of a second side panel, said binder spine being foldable along said 
living hinges between an open generally flat configuration and a generally closed 
configuration, at least one post member located on said first side panel and at least 
one socket member located on said second side panel, said socket and post members 
including mating walls and being spaced apart in said open generally flat 
configuration by a distance, said mating walls being generally cylindrical, said socket 
and post members being positioned to retainingly interengage one another in said 
generally closed configuration to hold said binder spine in said generally closed 
configuration, said socket member being adapted to receiving said post member in a 
snap fit. 

7. A binder spine according to claim 6, wherein said binder spine includes 
at least three of said socket and post members. 

8. A binder spine according to claim 6, wherein each of said binder spines 
has a binder width in an open configuration, the width of said back panel being at 
least about 5 percent of said binder width. 
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9. A binder spine according to claim 6, wherein each of said binder spines 
has a binder width in an open configuration, the width of said back panel being at 
least about 10 percent of said binder width. ^ 
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